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Posting and Review of Proposals:

Technical:
1) Go to the Communications section of the Blackboard site

2) Go to Group Pages

3) You should find that you are a member of one group.  Each group is designated by a number.  Your group will have three students in it, along with the Instructor and maybe one of the TAs.  

4) Choose File Exchange, and post your proposal, preferably as an MS Word document.  If you have a more exotic word processor, then please convert your document to .rtf or .txt before uploading it.  You could also post a pdf, but they will be more difficult to add comments to, so this is discouraged.  

5) When you post your proposal, attach your initials to the file name: “giant sloth-RAL.doc” for instance.

6) Between the posting date for your proposal, which is this Friday at midnight (Oct 28), and the due date for reviews of proposals (Midnight Nov. 11), download the two other proposals in your group, comment on them, and repost them.  When you do this, add your initials to the version you are reposting: “giant sloth-RAL-AK.doc” for instance. 

7) If you are using Word, and your group members are as well, then it is best to use the comment feature of Word. (View-Toolbars-Reviewing and then use the little yellow pad).  If you have trouble reading someone’s proposal because of a software incompatibility, email him or her and try to resolve it.  

7) Your own proposal and your two reviews will count as a 25 point homework assignment.  To get full credit, you just need to put in a serious effort at this.

How do I review a proposal?

1) You should judge if your peer has done the assignment correctly.  For instance: Does it ask a question?  Is the question not too complex and not too trivial?  Is it primarily about a particular animal or group of animals?  Does it appear that the topic will involve learning the underlying physiology?  Are there references from original literature rather than reviews?

2) Are the question and topic clear to you?  If not, explain where your confusion is.

3) Add any thoughts about what interests you about the topic, or what would still leave you asking questions if you were going to delve into the topic, or how you might expand the other person’s thinking about the topic by asking them additional questions.

You don’t necessarily need to do all of these things, and your review can be just a few sentences.   The nature of the review will depend on the individual proposal.  If you are commenting on the first two points, especially, then it will save you effort to use the comment feature of Word, because you can attach that comment exactly where it is needed.  Many of the proposals are expected to be clear and well organized and meet the assignment.  If so, then that last point is where you should put your attention.  

How do I respond to a proposal:

This is largely up to you.  Of course if the reader is confused, you will want to be more careful to explain yourself in your actual paper.  If the reviewer’s comments make sense, incorporate them into your thinking; if not, you may choose not to take their suggestions into account.   If more than one reviewer tells you the same thing, then you should take those thoughts more seriously.  

You will receive comments from the instructor as well.  Ignore those at your own peril!

